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By-Laws ot the KiamichlWilderness Landowners Association, lnc.

adopted.lune 12,2021

PO Box 100 - Moyers ol( 74557

kiamichiwildeiness.net

An Oklahoma Non-Profit Corporation
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ARTICI.E 1

PURPOSE and sERvlcEs

The Ki.michi Wilderness La ndowners Association, lnc.lalso known a5 "XWLA" or "corporation"

or "association' elsewhere in this documeno is a voluntary member-supported, community

servic€ ortanization with an emphasis on wilderness preservation.

Services provided by l(WLA include ro.d maintenance, securily and anYother lawfulservice5

which ftav be authorized by the corporation's Board of oare.tors

No services shall be provided for-profit, dividend, revenue sharing or other inurement to any

althouBh any pro;ided 5ervice may benefit the Kiamichi wilderness Community as a whole,

prioritization ofseNices shallravorthe common needs of the Sreatesl number of KWLA

memberg.

ARTICLE Z

MEMBSRSHIP, DUES and AGn€IMENT

Any person who is an own€r by recorded deed, a buyer on a contract_for_deed or lessee ola

tract of Iand within orcontiguoustothe originalKiamichiWilderness lnc. property, as describ€d

in a waranty deed to Si Rickman, dated l\/iarch 17, 1977, is eligible to be a member of KWLA'

Upon acceptance of the 7e rfis ond Conditions ol Members,,Ip (Appendix A) and the subsequent

payment ofannualdues, any eliSible person shall be a (WtA member with full voting ri8ht5.

benefits, and association prrti[ipation.

Memb€rship is limited to one membership per person and one vote per member'

Memberrhip in the (iamichi Wildernegs landowners Association, lna. is not transferable or

assignable unless the tr.ct of land issold,leased, or otherwise transferred to another person'

The new owneror lessee willbecome the memberfor the remainderofthe dues-payment term

upon acceplance ofthe Ie ms ond Conditions ofMembe.ship
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Payment ofmembership dues is required for memb€rshipand paYment for renewalof
membership i9 due by the annualanniversaryofthe ioitialpayment. Payment ofienewaldues
will constitute an extension ofthe membe/s acce plance o( lhe Terms ond Conalitions ol

Acceptadce ofthe fenns ond Conditions ol Membeqriip is requked for membership. Acceptance

may. be signifi€d electronicelly o r by hard copy. The Tems dnd Cohditi(tns olMenbership

document is inco rporated into these bylaws and a ppended he relo as "Appendi,( A" Any

a{nendment to "AppendixA" shallconttitut€ an amendment ofthese bY_laws and is subiect to

the provi5ions of bylaws lljol and 11:02.

ARTICTE 3

MEEI]NGS, NOTICE O' MEETINGS, qUORUM ANd VON G

The chairofany KwLA sanctioned meetin8 shall maintain order by consensLrs; offering agenda

Items for discussion, continuinB discussion or termineting discussion, tabling item! orvoting on

items; when two ormore memberserpress a callforsuch actiont, orwhen the chairdetermines

that consensus, otherwise, calls forsuch actions. No actions, taken by consensus, maY be

challenged solely on the Srounda ofthe lnlormalitY of procedures.

A 99!lC-Sl-QjICdeISlU!f!!.e, open lo all members, shall be held the second Saturdav in

Decernber, March,June and September at 2:OO p m. at the Kiain ichi Wilderness Volunteer Fire

Oepartment. Additional meetines ofthe directors may be called by the president or by any two

dhectors. be.onducted in person, bY phone orother electronia means and need not be open to

the members, except that anY actions taken in any closed meetiog shall be disclosed to the

membersanct entered into the minutes at the next, regularlY scheduled board meeting.

An annualMeeti e ofthe Members shallbe held on the second Satorday of 0e cem ber at the

Kiamichlwilderness volunteer File Department at 1:00 p,m. to be followed by the December

Board of Dkectors meetinS. During the Annual Meetlng of Members, dhectors shall be elected;

the president shallannounce the proposed cost ofdue5 for the new fiscalYearand submit same

for approvalby members; reports of the afFairs oI the corpo ratio n shallbe considered; and any

other business may be transacted whith is within the authority ofthe members.

Special Meetinss ofthe Members. for any lawful purpose, may be called by the pr€sident. or by

p€tition ot not less than one third (1/3)ofthe members. Petitiofi may be gubmitted by hard

copy or electronically to the president or to two otherdirectors. Eusiness transacted at any

specialmeeting shall be timited to the subie.ts staled in the lgliSeilluggilEas prescribed in

by-law 3:05.

8y-laws 3:02 and 3:03 constitute letal notic€ of regularlY scheduled meetints. lffor.ny reason

the date, tihe or location ofanY previously scheduled meeting isto be changed, or ifany speclal

meeting is open to, or islo be held bythe members, a written Notlce ofMeetine must b€

provided to the memb€rs no soonerthan 30 daysand no,ater than 10 days before the meetin8

lf the !g!i!gqL!4ggu!8 is fora meetingof membert, the purpote(s)ofthe meeting thust be
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stated in the notice. Written notice may be provided by postal mail or by electronic means io
the last known postal or electronic address provided by each member, to KwtA.

A reminder of r€gula rly sa heduled meetings shallbe posted at the KWIA Et ardhouse €ntrence

and electron ically to the members no later than 10 days before the meetinS.

A ouorum must be decl.red by the chalr of any meeting at lhe beginning of the meeting and

prior to any proceedings. A majority of diaectors or com m ittee members must be Present for a

meeting ofthe goard of Dkectors or a (wLA Commi$ee, regpectively' A quorlm at a meetang of
the membe.s may be d€clared if, 1) 10% of the membership is present, or 2) 2/3 ofthe
memberspresent. vote by show oI hands, to declare a quorum.

Unlessotherwlse provided for jn these by-laws orthe Articles of lncorporation, allmattersvoted

upon bythe Board of Oirectors, a Committee. or a Meeting olthe Members shallrequir€ a

simple majority to alrlrm. voting for the election of directors 5hall be by secret ballot except for

the Gtification of an appointee, as stated in bylaw 4:10. Unle55 otherwise staled in these by'

law forallother matters requiring a vole the chairofthe meeting shalldeclare whether a vote

it to be open ot secret.

Conslsten! with appropriate technologYand related mil8ating factors, the goard of Oirectors

5hallutiliue secure electronic methods for membe15to observe meetints, panicipate. vot€ on

resolutions and elect directors, Actions taken byelectronic means shallbe equalto actions

taken in person but use of electronicmeans shall not exclude or replace physicalmeetin8s as

ma nd ated in by-law5 3:02, 3:03 a nd 3:04 The nu m be r of pa nicip.nts, electronica lly, sha ll not be

counted to declare a quorum unless Such electronic means permlts immediat€ interaction

between electronic ard in_person participants.

Mail-in ballots and votes by proxyare specifically prohibiled.

ARTICIE 4

BOARD OF OIRECrORS

The business affairs of the corpor.tion thill be managed by its Boa rd of Directors who may

exercise allthe powers ofan Oklshoma non_profit corporalion except 1)those which are

required to be exercised by KWLA members, or 2)those that infringe on the laMulauthority of

any Iandowner, unless delegated in writing to the corporation by the atf€cted landowner' and 3)

those prohibited bythe corporation! Anictes of lncorporation or bythese by_laws'

Direclo.5 must have been KWLA members, as defined in bylaw 2:o1, for the twenty_four124l

months preceding the announcement oftheir candidac'y for the seat'

Candidates forelection !o the Eoard ofDirecio.s must announce their'andidacy no later than

thirty (30) days before the eleclion. The announcement shall be provided to the sectetary who

shallveriry eligibility and provide a list ofaandidates to the rnembers no later than 21 days

before the election. Provision ofthe lisl ofcandidates may be by elect/onic means Board of

Director positions, with no tilnely-ennounceal candidate, shall remain vacant for 30 daYs
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following the AnnualMembership Meetin& and then may be filled by the Board ofDirecror3 in

accordance with by-law 4:10.

4:04 Th€numberofdirectorsshallbeseven(7).Directorsshallholdtheirseatfortwo{2)years. The

election ofdirecior positions willalternate. Election of presideflt, Secretary, aod Board Member

l shallbe in odd-numbered calendar years- Election ofVice President, Treagurer, Boatd Member

2, and Board Member 3 shallbe in even-numbered calendaryears.

4:05 The December meetinE ofthe Board of Oirectors shallbe held immediately after the Annual

Membership MeetinB atwhich time, newly elected directors willclaim thelrseats.

4:09 No memberofthe Board of Oi.ectors shallreceive payfor any seNices to NWLAexcepttor

compensation to the treasurerfor bookkeepinB serviaes, in lieu of contracted or staff-provided

bookkeeping. Actualreasonable expens€sofa director, but unrelated to meeting attendance,

may be reimbursed when submitted to and approved by th€ Board ofDirectors.

4:10 A vacancy on the Boa rd of Directors sha ll be filled by a ppoin tment of a q ua lified rnem ber, bY I he

goard ofOirectors, except during the period 30days before and 30 days following the Annual

Membership t!4eetin8. The appointed director shall be presented (wiihout notice) to the

membert present at the nett Board meeting, to be ratified ("Yes" or "no") by a show-of'hand5.

lf ratitied, the appointee shallseNe as a direaorforth€ remalnde, olthe term, ofthe seat to

which appolnted. lf not retified, the appointee shallsurrender the seatwhich shallr€main

vacant for 30day' at which tlme the Board of Directorsshall appoint another, qualified

membEr to the seat.

ARTICI"E 5

otFlcERs

The officers ofthe corporation shell consist of a president, a vice-president, a secretary, and a

treasurer.

The president shallb€ the principal executive ofricerofthe corporation and shall, in Eeneral,

supervise the business affaks ofthe corporation as directed bythe board. The president will

si8n, with the treasurer or other properofrlcer, so authorized by the Board of Dkectors, any

instruments which the Eoard ofOirectors have authorized to be executed or areotherwise

authorized by these by-laws. The president shall perform all duties incidentalto the office of the

president and such other duties as may b€ pr€scribed by the Board ofDireators.

h the ab5ence ofthe presidentorin the event ofthe president! inabilitylo act, the vice-

president shall pedorm the duties of the president, and when so aatlng, shall have allthe
powers of and be subject to all the ren riction s u pon the p resident. The vice-president sha ll

perform such other dutiesas assi8ned by the Board of Directors.

The searetary sh.ll re(ord in writing, the minutes of the Meeting ofthe Members and of the

Board of Directors in one or more books provided forthat purpose aM 5hallelectronically
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publlsh same to the members no lalerthan 10 dayslollowinB the meetln$ or in lieu ofwritten
publication, sha ll vid€o-record the meeting and elecironically publish said video.The secretary
shallprovide allnotices, in accordance with the provisions of thes€ by-lawsoras requked by

law. The secretary shail receive, veriry eligibility, and publlsh to the members, all the
annouflcements orcandidates forelection to th€ Soard ofOirectori. The searetary \&lllperform
alldutt€J incldentalto the offic€ of secretary and such other duties as may be assigned by the
president or by the Eoard of Oirectors.

The treasurer shall have custody ofand be responsible for all funds and seruriiies o, the
aorporation; receive moniesdue and payable to the corporation trom any source and deposit all

such monies in the name ofthe aorporation in !uch banks, trust companies, o. olher
deposltorieslo be selected in accordance with the provisions ofby_law 6:02. The tre.surer shall

provide a quarterly financialr€port ateach Bo,rd meetin8 and electronically publish same to

the members within 10 days after the meetinS. The lreasurer shall be lhe custodian ofall books,

reaords, conlraat5 and ro5ters of the corporation and perform all the duties incidental to the

offiae oftreasurer and such olher duti€s that may be assigned by the president or by the Board

of Dkectors.

AEYIOE 6

IOT{TRACTS, CHECKS, DEPOSrTs, AND FUNDS

Allcheaks, drafts, or purchase orders forthe paymentof mooey, notes, or other evidence of
indebted ne$ issued in the name ofthe corporation shallbe signed bythe president and

treasurerorother such o{ficer authoriied bylhe Boaad ofoirectors

Allfuods ofthe corporation shallbe deposited to th€ creditofthe corporation in suth banks,

trust companies, or other depositories as the Board of oirectors may gelect.

The corporation may accept any contribution, Bih, bequest, ordevice forearmarked purposes.

but due5 monies may only be desiSnated forgeneralfund purpose'

Allroutine and priorapproved expenses shallbe prid when due Emergency or other

unforeseen etpenses tnust have lhe approvalofa majority of thE Soard of oirectors Any

diredor unable to vote, due to absence, must be informed of the erpense and action thereon

within 7 days of the action.

ARTICI"E 7

EOOKS and RECOROS

The corporation Shallmaintain complete and accurate rccords ofaacounts, minute5 of
proceedin8s, contracts, membership agreements and le8el lilings in one or more secure

locations, approved by the Board ofDkectors, rnd accessible at will by two or more directors

Allbook! and records ofthe corporation maY be inspected by anY member, authori.ed agent, or

attorneyforanY proper purpose at anY reasonabletim€, oras oth€rwise rcquired by law'

By-Laws of the Kiemichi Wilderness Landowners Association Page 5 of 8

6r04

1flz



8rJ2

-t.ZO2l-Z:emr 
Book 0625 P9:290

4rc7292112@ pn P! 0285{2S3
F€6: S 0.00 Oe: t 000
Ch.rli Lo* - PGrh.r.ri. cdmv oe,k' $a.6 o, cldahom. '

aaTtclf 8
alSCAi. Y[Ai and AUOIT

The flsc6lyear of lhe .orporation shall begln on the first day of November and end on the last

day of October of each year-

Afi annrel internalaudit shall be conrjoctecj betweeo ,iovember 1 and the second Saturday o{

Dece,rberofeach ye.r, by an Audit Comm:ttee compoted oftwo (2) froh th€ Soard of
Dir€ctoE (apart iron ihe treasurer), two (2) KWLA Members, the bookkeep€r ano the treasurer

ifdifferent than the boolkeeper, The Board of Oireciors wili appoint all members ofthe Audit

Committe€.

aRlrct€ 9

ANf'luAt SUOGETand DUES

The Eoard of Directors shall project an annualoperatinE budg€t priortothe second Saturday of

December ofeach year. The projected budget shall be used by the Board of Directors to

establish a proposed :ost of dues, lo be paid by XWLA members in the newfiscalYear' The

projected budget sh;llnot require membe. approval

The Eoard ot Directors shall present the proiected budget and proposed duei cost at the annual

MeetinB ofMembers. whether the proposed dues cost changes ordoes not change from the

prior fiicalyear, approvalof the proposed dues cost by a majority ofmembers present and

voun8 shall be required,

ARTICLE 10
COMMITTEES

There shallbe five 15) Permanent Committees, forthe plrpose ofadvisln8 and supporting the

Boaro of Directors: 1) Community Outreach Committee, 2)Security Committee,3) Road

Maintenence Committee, 4) Technology Committee and 5) Preservation Committ€e.

The Board ofDir€ctors willappoint a KWLA memberto chakeach ofthe Permanent Comminees

and to perform the responsibilities de iegated lc it byihe 8card. The enlistrnent ofenysuch
'committee and the ielegaiion ofauthoritY to it. ttali;lot relieve the Bo;rd ofDirecto6 of any

responsibility imposed on it by la\,Y. Members of Permanent Committees shall be KWLA member

volunteers, recruited and aGanked by the respectlve chairs.

Ad hoc commirleej maY be organi2ed and authorized bythe Soerd o{Directors to p€rfofih

specir'ac functions ior the benefit of the co rpo ratio n. ad hoa com mittees m ay al5o be orga nired

Sy.Iaws of the Kiamichl Wilderness Lendowners Association Page 6 of8



ARICAE 11

AMENDMENTS, APPENOIGS ANd RE€ORDING OI BY.I.AWS

These byJaws may be Bllered, amended, or repesled and new or /evised by-laws may be

adopted by a two-thkds (2/3)rnajorilyofthe membership present and voting, jf at leait ten Uol

to thirtv (30) days written notice to the members, announcing the intehtion to alter, amend,

repeal, or revise these by-laws or to adopt new by'laws at such meeting, has been provided.

A copy ofthese by'laws, future revisions and app€ndiaes shallbe recorded in Pushmataha

County R€cordr.
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by KWIA mefibers bot must be authoriled by the Eoard ofDirectorsto act on behalfofthe
corporation or io aeceive logi5lical o r financial su ppo.t from lhe corporation.

Each pemanentor ad hoccommittee shalladopt rules forits operation, provided such rules do

not aonflict with ther€ by-laws, or with statutes BovemlnS non-profit corporationJ, orwilh
lendowner rights, per by-law 4:01.

APPENDIXA

Terms and Conditions of Membership

in the

Kiamichi Wilderness Lendowners Association, lnc,

laffirm lam either a)a named owner, on a deed of record, b) the buyer on a .ontract_foFdeed

or similar instrument, or c)the tessee of propertY within or contiSuous to the recorded properly

dercription of Kiamichi Wilderness. lnc. whether it is a numbered lot or is prope rty co mmonly

lnown as out-propertY. leEree to provide proofofsame, upon request bY the Kiamichi

WilderneJs Landowners Atsociation, lnc- {xwta), including the name of the seller or lessor if

applicable.

I agree to provide to KWLA, and to malntain it as needed, current peninent contad Informatlon

including my maitioBaddr€sa, phon€ numberand any Preferred emailorsocial rnedia address'
2l
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3) lagree to pay a,lnurldues, the amountforwhich willbe set by KWLA ateach annual

membership meeting. and I iurtheragree that payment of sublequent annualdles will
corttitute mycontinued acceptance 0fthese terms and conditions, lund€rstand that non-
paymeni.of dues will terminate my rnembership and my continued acceptance of these terms

and conditions.

4) I undernand that dues monies will be earmarked for 8€neralfund use, fo. administrative cost!
end for such sewices that serve the broad cornmon needs ofthe membership, as determined by

lhe Board of Directors. laBree that se.vice provislon underthese conditions miY or may not

fully meet needs spe[ific to my property. I understand that such specific propeny needs may

be fulfilled by me. by contracting with KWLA fora ne8otiated, additionalfee orthrough a third-

pany contractor,

5) For "common need services" and forseparate contracted seNic€s that (wLA may provide,

which require access to my property, I Eraot to KWLA the right_of_a.test thereto, whether

posted or not posted.

6l lunderstand that KWLA isa non-profit corporation 5lpported by members'duet by contract

iees and bycontribution5 from members and non_members. lfurthe. understand that contract_

fees and contributions may be earmarked, apartrrom Seneralfunds, to p.yfor specific proiectt

that ariSe from tlfie io time.

7) lunderstand that KWLA is a commu nity service organi2etion devoted to pteserving the

wilderness state, within its abilitY and resource!, but is not legallY aulhorized to enforce any law,

covenant or restriction thal may affect land use or preservation ofthe wilderness state l

understand that I may onh seek reliefof le8al, covenant or restdctjon violations throu8h le8al

chann€ls, apart from KWLA.

Name

Bv'Laws of the Kiamichi wilderness tandowners Association Page 8 ol8
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l(lamichi Wilderness Landowners Association, lnc.

l, the undersigned, being a duly eleded otficer and director ofthe (ia mich i Wilderness Landowners
AJsociation, lnc., an Oklahoma Non profit Corporatio n, do alfirm that the foredoing by-laws of the
Kiamichi Wilderness Landowners Association, lnc., were adopted by a 2/3 majority, orgreater, ofthe
member! prerent and votrnS on I une 12, 202 r.

The foreSoing by-laws supersed e and neBate allpraor by-iaws publiclyfiled by the Kiam ichi wilderness

landownersAssociation, lnc. priortoJune 12, 2O21.

,/' ,

Signature

Q,t<tJe-*

Title
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